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"In the days following the Civil War, many a former slave found themselves free men. Looking for work

in the new frontier, the west provided good work at a solid wage, and purpose. The rails were steady work,

and the men were strong. None more so than John Henry."
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"But the men of the rail were hard, tough men. They fought their way through the mountain,

losing a thousand workers along the way. The men that were left had to breath the dirt-filled

air all the day long, and couldn't see their hammers in front of them."
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"Well, don't ya know it was near the end

of the tunnel bein' dug that there came to

be a salesman at the camp. He was selling a

steam-powered drill, something so powerful

he claimed it could dig faster than any man

alive. Well now, John Henry wasn't 'bout

to let a challenge like that go! So, a contest

was set up between the two, John Henry with

a hammer in each hand against that steam dri

"Now let me tell ya folks, that was one

heck of a contest. There was dust

everywhere! The sound of the hammers

against the steam-powered drill was

louder than anything the men had every

heard, so loud the ground itself shook

with every hammer blow. Through it

all, the men were hootin' and hollerin',

cheering on ol' John Henry."
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"The noise was so loud, the men didn't realize that ol' John Henry was swayin' and teeterin'."
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